Homily for the Sunday of the Last Judgment
Matthew 25:31-46

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Today, we stand on the threshold of the Holy and Great Lent, and the Church, in her wisdom,
gives us a powerful and sobering Gospel reading to prepare our hearts. This is the Sunday of the
Last Judgment. The Gospel passage from St. Matthew, Chapter 25, verses 31-46, is one of my
personal favorites. It captures the very essence of what we believe and do as Orthodox Catholic
Christians. In this passage, our Lord, speaking to us in the clearest terms, paints a vivid picture of
the final judgment, when He, the Son of Man, will come in His glory and separate the righteous
from the wicked.

This parable stands at the heart of the Christian faith. In these words, we find the ultimate
reckoning that every soul will face. But let us not think of this as a distant future event; let us
understand it as a present reality, one that begins today in our hearts and our actions.

The passage begins with a clear and unambiguous image: "When the Son of Man comes in His
glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.” This is a description
of the eschaton, the end of time, but also of the moment when each of us will stand before the
throne of Christ and be judged according to our works. The Lord, who loves us deeply and
knows us intimately, will separate us as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. This
division is not arbitrary but based entirely on how we have responded to the presence of Christ in
our lives.

We may ask: How will Christ judge us? What will He look for? The answer is clear in the
Gospel reading: the judgment will be based on our acts of love and mercy toward others. The
righteous are those who have fed the hungry, given drink to the thirsty, welcomed the stranger,
clothed the naked, visited the sick, and come to the aid of those in prison. When they ask, "Lord,
when did we do all these things?" Christ responds, "Truly, | say to you, as you did it to one of the
least of these my brethren, you did it to Me."

Here lies the crux of our faith: Christ identifies Himself with the least, the poor, the suffering,
and the marginalized. This is where the Gospel calls us to act. Christ does not simply command
us to perform good deeds; He invites us into a living relationship with Him, a relationship that is
manifest in how we treat others, especially those in need. This is the heart of Orthodoxy, the
living embodiment of the Faith, a faith that cannot be divorced from charity, mercy, and
compassion.

But this Gospel passage does not only offer comfort; it also confronts us with a very
uncomfortable truth. The judgment will also involve those who did not care for the needy, the
thirsty, the stranger, the sick, and the prisoner. To them, Christ will say, "Depart from Me, you
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” And their response, "Lord,
when did we see you hungry, thirsty, or in need?" only highlights the terrible separation that will
take place.



For us as Orthodox Catholic Christians, this is not a distant warning. It is a call to live out our
faith with love and action in the present moment. It is not enough to simply believe; belief must
be lived out. How many of us, in our daily lives, encounter opportunities to serve Christ in the
least of our brethren? How often do we walk past the suffering or the poor without even noticing
them? Christ’s words are a challenge to us: Are we truly seeing Him in the faces of those around
us?

The Last Judgment is a reminder that we will be judged not by the abstract doctrines we profess,
but by the concrete actions we take in this world. It is a reminder that Orthodox Christianity is
not a passive faith but an active one, one that demands that we open our hearts to the world and
see Christ in the people we meet. As we approach the season of Great Lent, a time of fasting,
prayer, and repentance, let us remember that the purpose of this discipline is not merely to
cleanse our bodies but to purify our hearts. It is through the fast and through acts of love and
mercy that we draw nearer to Christ, who is present in every person we meet.

As Orthodox Catholic Christians, we are called to be vessels of Christ’s love in the world. It is
not enough to profess the Faith; we must live it. We are called to give of ourselves—to be
generous with our time, our talents, and our resources. We must see the suffering of others, not
as a problem to be ignored or avoided, but as an opportunity to serve Christ Himself.

Finally, let us remember that the Last Judgment is not merely a moment of reckoning, but also a
moment of hope. The righteous, those who have lived out the love of Christ, will be welcomed
into the Kingdom of God, to "inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world." This is the promise for those who are faithful, for those who love Christ and love their
neighbor.

In this passage, we are reminded that our ultimate hope is not in the things of this world, but in
the eternal life that Christ has promised to those who follow Him. The Last Judgment, far from
being a moment of fear, is a moment of great joy for those who have lived lives of love, mercy,
and compassion.

As we meditate on this powerful Gospel reading, let us remember that it is not just a warning, but
also a call to live as Christ lived. Let us examine our own hearts and lives, and ask ourselves: Do
we see Christ in the faces of the poor and the suffering? Of the homeless, the abandoned, the
marginalized? Are we willing to sacrifice our comforts for the sake of others? The Last
Judgment, as frightening as it may seem, is ultimately an invitation to live a life of love, to
become more like Christ, who gave Himself for us.

May the coming season of Great Lent be a time of transformation for all of us, as we strive to
follow Christ more closely, loving our neighbors as ourselves. And may we hear, at the end of
our lives, those words that we all long to hear: "Come, you who are blessed by My Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world."

Amen.



